
 
 
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 7th  September 
at 7.30pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 
 
 
Present:      
 
Mr David Deacon (DD) - Sutton Parish Council 
Bill Halford (BH)  - Hilton PC 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - Bluntisham PC 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Bob Armit (BA)  - Earith PC 
Peter Goddard (PG)  - Sutton Parish Council 
Terry Rogers   - HDC 
 
Clerk:        Owen McLaughlin (OM)  - Earith 
 
Apologies:      
 
David Norman, Margaret Shardlow, David Deacon, Gareth & Pauline Wilson, Peter Brace, Anne 
Sherwood and Chris Prescott, Jean Harnwell 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the meeting 
 
It was agreed that Mr Alan James should chair the meeting.  
 
2. Introduction of new member 
 
The meeting welcomed  Bob Armit from Earith PC.   
 
3. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies had been received from Pauline Wilson, Gareth Wilson, Kathy Searle, Roger 
Rowberry, Matt Bradney and Terry Rogers, Roger Rowberry 
 
4. Minutes & Actions from last meeting 
 
 
Item 1 Task:  Costs of repairing and maintaining fen roads 
Background AJ reported that RR had submitted an FOI request for the actual and 

budgeted cost information and had received a reply to the effect that 
no information is available.  AJ had raised this at the JAG meeting 
with CCC in November and as a consequence RR had re-submitted 
the request to directly Matt McGuire.  Some information had been 
returned by Richard Preston concerning the B1050 accompanied by a 
leaflet.  Existence of a system for recording all repair costs and 
budgets had not been admitted. 
MB stated that such a system did exist and that during his time as 
Cabinet Member for Transport he had used it regularly. 

Progress Ongoing. AJ reported that there had been no further progress. 
Action It was concluded that we need to put in an official complaint. 
  
Item 2 Task: Provide contact details for the main hauliers. 
Background DD reported that there is a local hauliers meeting which is chaired by 

Dickersons and that there are indications of ongoing negotiations to 
strengthen routing agreements for Block Fen. 
A complete list of local hauliers had not been established. 

Progress Ongoing. AJ agreed to co-ordinate this. He would create a 



spreadsheet of the results. 
Action Pass all contact information to AJ 
  
Item 3 Task: Put in place Traffic Regulation Orders 
Background PCs to pursue process for putting in place Traffic Regulation Orders 

(TROs).  
DD had previously reported on a meeting with East Cambs. They had 
met with the inspector Clive Holgate but he would not support them in 
their application. The principal reason given was that if HGVs stopped 
going though Sutton they would go through Haddenham and 
Wilburton instead.  They also want to wait for the new Freight Map to 
be established before taking any further actions. DD had added that if 
you apply for a TRO you can’t do another one for 2 years.  

Progress There was some discussion on the reasons for  the failure of Sutton 
to progress its TRO application. The conclusion was that police 
support is essential for any TRO application to succeed. 
The experience of Hilton was also instructive. It had cost the County 
Council a lot of money to fight the case in court as it had been 
opposed by a major haulier.  

Action BA to raise the questions of TROs with Earith PC. 
  
Item 4 Task: Write letters to MPs and others 
Background The problem of HCVs should be circulated more widely. 
Progress As reported previously, Sutton had written to Malcolm Moss. AJ had 

written to Jim Paice as requested and a reply had been received.  
This reply is attached to these minutes. The content can best be 
described as dismissive. 

Action Other MPs and councillors need to be contacted. 
  
Item 5 Task: Monitor Cambridgeshire Speed Limit Review 
Background Bedfordshire had been able to do a full county-wide survey in one 

year but Cambridgeshire were planning a four year review. We have 
been unable to get a response to the question as to why the 
Cambridgeshire  Review was taking so long in relation to other 
counties. More recent emails asking for specific information on 
reviews of particular roads have also not been answered. 

Progress It appears that the review is now looking at the A1123 between 
Compass Point and Earith Bridge but firm information is hard to come 
by.  We should write to CCC councillors and state that the county 
officers are not consulting. Also copy in Shailesh Vara 

Action OM to keep pressing for progress reports 
 
 
5. Responses to Minerals & Waste Plan 
 
Preparing for the Core Strategy meeting. 5’th October in Shire Hall.  AJ to circulate information 
on this. TR to attend on October 5’th. 
 
A decision on the A14 development will be made on October 24’th.  
 
 
6. HCV Cost Benefit Progress Report 
 
Roger has had to give up on this as he has moved.  
On the Environmental testing  there has been  a generally favourable reaction from the 
participating villages. 
 
The Earith testing will be funded by the Earith Villagers Association. 
Haddenham are positive. 



Cottenham will put it to the PC 
Sutton have agreed in principle 
 
AJ Spoke to Geoff Buck of Aspen Environmental yesterday and he said he was still up for doing 
it. BA asked if the testing could be done incrementally but it can’t as the prices quoted depend 
on the testing being completed everywhere in the same week. An incremental approach would 
be more expensive. 
 
AJ added that doing the testing through a company such as Aspen allowed us to use the 
County’s own processes against them.  
 
 
7. Direct Action 
 
Earith had formed a traffic action group and were writing letters to companies whose vehicles 
were speeding through the village. It is hoped that Earith can develop a strategy which can be 
used by other villages. 
 
Wilburton have been doing strategic parking but this does not seem to be organised by any 
particular group.  Complaints about speeding at the local Forums have been largely ignored.  . 
 
ML said there hasn’t been as much of a HGV nuisance recently and it is not high on the 
Bluntisham agenda. 
 
BA will ask Earith if Direct Action can be on the agenda for their next PC meeting. 
 
Following a discussion it was agreed that  it might be worth trying the media again. A possible 
contact at the Evening News is Chris Eliot.  .  
 
8. AOB 
 
There was some discussion of the aggregates levy. ML said the aggregates levy all goes to 
central government. 
TR said CCC had waived their right to charge the levy. But why aren’t they charging it and who 
gets this money now? 
 
 
9. Date of next meeting 
 
Next meeting end of December – Date  TBC.  



 


